
Aug. 12, 2019 
 

We, the Seattle community, support Saba Ethiopian Cuisine on First 
Hill located in the Central Area. We demand that Centric Partners LLC 
support the restaurant’s immediate relocation. 
 
We, the undersigned community members and organizations, fully support Saba 
Ethiopian Cuisine, and call on Centric Partners LLC, a corporate development firm 
affiliated with Alchemy Real Estate, to reach a just resolution to relocate the 
restaurant in the neighborhood.  
 
For 20 years, Saba has been a beloved fixture in the community on 12th Avenue, 
serving tens of thousands of customers. Its owner, Workie Wubushet, has 
supported nonprofits, donated food, and provided gathering space where 
everyone is welcomed. 
 
We are outraged to learn that Saba was recently evicted by Centric Partners. 
 
Throughout our community, systematic gentrification and economic eviction is 
displacing working families and small businesses, while corporate developers like 
Centric Partners and Alchemy make huge profits. This is unacceptable. 
 
We are united in our demand that Centric/Alchemy immediately reach a fair 
settlement with Saba, providing the full resources that the restaurant needs to 
relocate to a new space in the neighborhood. 
 
Name    Organization 
 
Kshama Sawant  Seattle City Councilmember 
Lawrence Pitre  President, Central Area Chamber of Commerce 
Addie Jones   Central Area Chamber of Commerce 
Rev. Robert L. Jeffrey Senior Pastor, New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 
Rev. John Helmiere Valley & Mountain United Methodist Church 
Adrienne Papermaster Valley & Mountain United Methodist Church 
Megan Murphy  St. James Cathedral 
Diane Marie   University Friends Meeting 
Steve Tucker  Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 



Rev. Angela Ying  Senior Pastor, Bethany United Church of Christ 
KL Shannon   Bethany United Church of Christ 
Mell Fuller   Bethany United Church of Christ 
Carroll Jackson  Bethany United Church of Christ 
Suzanne Simmons  President, Bethany United Church of Christ 
Rev. Paul Benz  Co-Director, Faith Action Network 
Nikkita Oliver  Organizer/Attorney 
Larry Gossett  ML King County Councilmember  
Imogene Williams First Baptist Church; Puget Sound Advocates for 

Retirement Action 
Jonathan Rosenblum Kadima Reconstructionist (Jewish) Community; UAW 

1981/National Writers Union 
David Parsons  President, UAW 4121 
Sharon Crowley  UAW 4121 
Amzi Jeffs   UAW 4121 
Mark Rafferty  UAW 4121 
Mike Andrew  Secretary-Treasurer, Pride At Work, ML King County 
Louis McGill  President, UAW Local 1981/National Writers Union  
Yasmin Aden  Washington Federation of State Employees 
Hamdi Abdulle Executive Director, African Community Housing and  

Development 
Muammar HemmaustygeAfricatown Community Land Trust 
TraeAnna Holiday  Africatown Community Land Trust 
Breanne Taylor  Africatown Community Land Trust 
Kim Lundgreen  Coordinator, Vietnamese Senior Association 
Yin Yu    CID Coalition #HumbowsNotHotels, PARISOL 
Sue Kay   CID coalition 
Andrew Allen  Parisol, CID Coalition 
Cynthia Brothers  Vanishing Seattle 
Sharon Lee   Director, Low Income Housing Institute 
Leah Nguyen  Youth Development Manager, The Mockingbird Society 
John Dickinson  USPERC 
Akshay Chalana  University of Washington 
Mindi lee  Transit Riders Union and Puget Sound Advocates for 

Retirement Action  
Vonda Sargent  Trial Lawyer 
Paul Jackson   The Breakfast Group 



Jonathan Mannella Tenants Union of Washington 
Dolores Wiens  STAR 
Kris Lysaker   South Seattle College 
Adam Ziemkowski  Socialist Alternative 
Shirley Henderson  Small business owner, Squirrel Chops 
Camilla Eckersley  Small business owner 
Nuntiyo Bhikkhu  Seattle Solidarity Network 
Margo Clark   Retired 
Martha Groom  Resident of Seattle, Customer of Saba’s 
Evelyn Bittner   Private citizen  
Anne Sadler   President, Association of Manufactured Home Owners  
Kathleen Myers  Physicians for a National Health Plan, Transit Riders  
    Union 
Peg Ogle   Peg Ogle Design 
David Trujillo  PCC Community Markets 
Michael McGloin  Owner, Cormac & Co. 
Michelle Reese  Odessa Brown / Girltrek 
Carmen Forsman  Meredith Matthews East Madison YMCA 
Rahel Schwatz  Meredith Matthews East Madison YMCA 
Alice Doyel   King County Kinship Collaboration 
RubyHolland  Keep Your Habitat 
Gina  Bua  ` First Sergeant, US Army, Retired 
Sara Clark   Finca Dos Lados Reforestation and Research Project 
Jennifer Caballero  Emerald City Tinting & Signs Inc 
Tim Graves   Emerald City Tinting & Signs Inc 
Willow Scintilla  Earth Child 
Felice Williams  Beyond hair 
Romane Biotti  Be:Seattle 
Chloe  Demay  Be:Seattle 
Aurore Lunven  Be:Seattle 
Ines Martelli   Be:Seattle 
Devin Silvernail  Be:Seattle 
Deyland Somer  ANSWER Coalition 
Anessa Novasio  Anessa Novasio Attorney at Law PLLC 
Cirrus Kain   Amazon 
Pamela Keeley  All Purpose 
Asha Gunabalan  3rd I-Dimensions LLC 



Name 
 
Antonio Albright   
Amane Asratil  
Danish Aziz  
Elliott Bales  
Sheila Benson  
Richard & Elizabeth Blakney  
Mindy Blaski,MD  
Robert Blumenthal  
Guy Borgford  
Rachel Brown   
Julia Buck  
Janet Bui  
Karen Bulthuis  
Gust Burns  
Bernice Cade  
Laura Callahan  
Ziadee Cambier  
Stephanie Cambier 
Aidan Carroll  
Carrie Cates  
Salle Certo  
Kara Chabot  
Nathan Chabot  
Renee  Chu  
Sylvia Cohen  
Chris Colley  
Sherry Collier  
Gregory Colucci  
Caroline Conley  
Trina Cooper  
GW Counts  
Lakisha Crawford  
Joseph Cutro  
Marvin Dawson  
Shulamit Decktor  

Name 
 
Leilani Del Rey  
Dr. Demian  
Max DeNise  
Asphodel Denning  
Su Devan  
Steve Ditore  
Laura Drake  
Jennie Drazan  
Margaret Elliot  
Tiffany Danielle Elliott 
Brooke Emrich  
Gloria Farman  
Kelly Fisher  
Aaron Flaster  
Logan Franken  
Florence Friedman  
Kevin Gallagher  
Joe Ginsburg  
Renee Gordon  
Darlene Gordon  
Duncan Goulding  
Todd Greenwood  
Kathryn Grubbs  
Emmanuel Habte  
HEATHER HALL  
Cheryl Harrison  
Rick Harwood  
Rich Hawes  
Karen and Jeff Hay  
Megan Hoerler  
Kevin Hopkins  
Michelle Jacobsen  
Sibyl James  
Ginger Jentzen 
Richard Johnson  



Clare Johnson  
Lorraine D. Johnson  
Angeline Johnson   
Marilee Jolin  
Calvin Jones  
Esther Jones  
Katherine Kauffman  
Sarah Kavage  
Sue Kay  
Sophia Keller  
Leah Kelly 
Emma  Klein  
Christina Koski  
Aimee Lefkowicz  
Rosa Lefkowicz  
Anthony Lefkowicz  
Shea Leibow  
Nicholas Lenchner  
lynne levine  
Yuqian Li  
Gregry Loomis  
Mark Anthony Lowe  
Kwan Wah Lui  
Brenda Luke   
McKenna Lux  
CHERYL LYON  
Emily M  
Margo MacVicar-Whelan  
Tina Maestas  
Lori Marsella  
Vicky Matsui  
Chris McCaslin  
Charley McLean  
Jim McMahon  
Robert Meyer  
Nancy Miller  
Sharon Miller  

Tara MillerBerry  
Ashlin Mountjoy  
Cary Moy  
James Mulcare  
Angie Nall  
Ellen Naor  
Jacob Naor  
Jennifer Nedeltchev  
Tsega Nogawo  
Kayli Nugent  
Karen Obermeyer  
Nicole Palczewski  
Paul Parker  
Andrea Pascarella  
Ann Patnaude  
Tyler Pazera  
Peggy Pearson  
Sherry Perkins  
Barbara Phinney  
George Potratz  
Connor Ranch  
Whitney Rearick  
Mulumebet Retta  
Adele Reynolds  
Dan Roach 
Barbara Rockey  
Al Roehl  
Christy Rosenlund  
Jordan Ross  
Chloe Rotenberg  
Robin Rowedder  
John Ruhland  
Elena Rumiantseva  
Linda Sanders  
Kalieb Sanford  
Andrea Say  
Vessica Erin Scalzo  



Jean Schwinberg  
Lauren Sewell  
Samantha Shafer  
Heather Shaver  
Pamela Shea  
Gabe Shelton-Jenck 
Jenette Sifventes  
Andrew Simeone  
Kathleen Skeels  
Reid Smith  
Charles Smith  
Iain Smith  
Taylor Smith  
Sade Smith  
Jeanna Snyder  
Sasha Somer  
Sally Soriano  
Joseph St. Aubin  
J Stemmler  
Tonya Stiffler  
Linda Story  
Linda Strout  
Calvin Sulla  
Rosemary Sult  
George Summers  
Lisa Sweet  
Mr. and Mrs. Taamu 
Saba Teklegiorgis  
Teferi Tesfaye  
Lisa Tho  
Amy Tower  
Ellen Tracht  
Mary Traverse  
F. Steven Trevallee  
Dani Turk  
Nina Wallace  
Rachel Weiner  

Bernadette Whitmore  
Tyler Wilch  
David Wilde  
LaShawn Williamson   
Mark Wirth  
Tefareden Woldegej  
Mergistu Wondie  
Gordon Wood  
Joanne Wright  
Jacqueline Wu  
Girmay Zihalay  
Eric Zimdars  
Jennifer Zwick 
 


